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I'm thrilled that we're gathered here today to mark the end of 

another successful Exchange year and to experience the unity that 

comes from being together at this Convention. 

Today, we celebrate the unique strengths of our Clubs and the 

positive impact each one makes in its community. While all Clubs 

operate under the Exchange banner, each serves its community in a 

distinctive way that reflects local needs, interests, and strengths. 

As we look ahead, we do so with pride and optimism. America 250 

gives us a once-in-a-generation opportunity to unite our Clubs 

around a shared national moment - a chance to honor our history, 

celebrate our freedoms, and highlight the values that Exchange has 

championed for more than a century. Whether through patriotic 

displays, community partnerships, or programs that bring people 

together, our District and our Clubs are embracing this milestone 

with enthusiasm and purpose. 

Together, we will continue to grow, adapt, and rise to the challenges 

before us - always guided by our mission, our love of country, and 

our belief in the power of Unity for Service. 

Thank you all for coming today and making a difference every day 

in our Clubs, in our communities and in Exchange. 

G� -J 















Youth Awards Luncheon Program 
Welcome and Introductions - Ginny Greatsinger 

- f 11,17rhnr,n RuffP.t -
Award Presentations:

Accepting the Challenge of Excellence - Kelly Pinho 

Youth of the Year Award - Sean Heenan 

The Youth of the Year Award (YOTY) recognizes hard-working high 
school students who attain high levels of scholastic achievement, 

community involvement and leadership. 

The Accepting the Challenge of Excellence (ACE) award recognizes 
high school students making a dramatic change in their attitude and 
performance during high school. These changes enable the students 

to overcome incredible adversities and prepare for graduation. 

Each year, local Exchange Clubs work with their local high schools 
to nominate students for Youth of the Year and Accepting the 

Challenge of Excellence. It is a competitive field, and from that one 
YOTY and ACE winner is named at the Club level. The individual 

club winner then competes against all the other Club YOTY and 
ACE winners to be selected as the CT District winners. We are 

thrilled and honored to be able to recognize these students today. 

Our CT District ACE and YOTY winners move on to compete for the 
National ACE and Youth of the Year award. The national winners 

receive a $15,000 scholarship presented at the National Convention 
in Omaha, NE,July 2026. Travel and accommodations will be 

provided to the winner and his/her parents/ guardians. 

Th;� va,. .. the Youth of the Year theme i • 

"In a world that is constantly changing and ever-evolving, our youth play critical roles in 
shaping the future of their communities. From advocating to leading, young people are taking 

charge and making significant impact. How have you personally contributed to society and how 
do you envision your future in community service?" 



CT District Youth of the Year 

Grace Ackerman - Daniel Hand HS
Madison Exchange Club 

Grace Ackerman is an adept scholar who maintained a 4.76 GPA 
throughout a rigorous courseload of advanced placement and honors 

classes. Her vast academic accolades include membership in the 
national honor society, Sacred Heart University Book Award, 

AP Biology Excellence Recognition, and Excellence in Business 
Education. She is one of 150 nationally recognized Coca Cola 

Scholars selected from over 100,000 applicants. 

Grace has demonstrated her commitment to serving others as a 
student advocate, coach, and community volunteer. She has stood out 

amongst her peers serving on the state Youth Political Activism 
Coalition, Connecticut State Student Advisory Council on 

Education, and as a Youth and Family Services Student Liaison. Her 
passion for serving others led her to create Raffles for Wishes, a 50l(c) 

(3) nonprofit that raises money for Make-A-Wish by raffling
experiences for local youth. 

Grace is a dedicated leader and a 4-year class representative. She 
served as a delegate to the CT Girls' State program, editor of the 

yearbook committee, and secretary and treasurer of the Daniel Hand 
Excel Club. Grace not only competed as a track and field athlete and 

soccer player but dedicated herself to serving the community 

f as both a youth soccer coach and youth referee. 





Afternoon Sessions 

AMERICA 

,� An1erica250 Spotlight 
Americaa 250 @
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Official Site I - �)
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Hear about the local and online resources available to all the Clubs 
in the District. Then we will have an open forum for Clubs to talk 

about what they are doing to Celebrate our Country's .,,1,-., 

, CT Disdtrict Semiquincentennial. Go America!! NEC Campaign I� _) Flag Request Guide • 

___ * __ _ 

AI: A Powerful Club Resource 
AI is a powerful new ally for Club leaders. This segment highlights 
simple, practical ways AI can save time, enhance engagement, and 

help your Club thrive, and grow membership. 

CT District Awards 

Membership Recruitment Drive - First Place 
Mike Denegris Distinguished Service Award 

Exchange Club Member of the Year 

Installation of Officers 

2026-2027 Board of Directors 
Installation and Pinning Ceremonies - Joe Dudek 

Incoming President Remarks - Robin DiNicola 

Alas, all good things come to an end... 

Raffles & Thank You's 
Closing and Covenant of Service 
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